Validity of the recording of meningococcal disease according to various sources of information.
A study was made in Belgium in order to assess the completeness and specificity of the recording of meningococcal disease by routine sources of information. Ninety-three cases identified in a hospital survey were linked with those recorded in mortality statistics, in the notification of communicable diseases, and by the National Reference Laboratory for meningococci. Statistics based on mortality data appeared to be of low validity. The overall completeness of recording was 44% for the notification of communicable disease, and 40% for the reference laboratory. When these two sources were used for surveillance, the completeness of case-finding increased to 56%. When the analysis was restricted to bacteriologically-confirmed cases, the completeness of recording was 62% for the notification system, 70% for the laboratory, and 84% for both sources. The surveillance of communicable diseases should rely on various sources of information. Laboratory data should be systematically used in order to improve both the completeness of recording and the specificity of case-ascertainment.